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Statement on the Death of Elizabeth
Glaser
December 3, 1994

Hillary and I are deeply saddened at Eliza-
beth Glaser’s passing. She was our friend and
an inspiration to us as she was to millions
of others. Our prayers are with Paul and Jake,
her parents, and her brother.

Elizabeth confronted the challenge of
AIDS in her own life and lost her beloved
daughter to AIDS at a time when our Gov-
ernment and our country were too indiffer-
ent to this illness and the people who had
it.

She refused to let that indifference stand,
fighting bravely for more investment in AIDS
research and better treatment and care, es-
pecially for children with AIDS. She enlisted
Americans from both parties and all walks
of life in her cause, and she awakened Amer-
ica to AIDS.

I will never forget what she said about her
daughter in her address to the Democratic
Convention:

‘‘She taught me to love when all I wanted
to do was hate. She taught me to help others
when all I wanted to do was help myself.
She taught me to be brave when all I felt
was fear. My daughter and I loved each other
with simplicity. America, we can do the
same.’’

We will all miss Elizabeth Glaser. We need
more like her. We must honor her memory
by finishing the work to which she gave ev-
erything she had.

Remarks to the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe
in Budapest, Hungary
December 5, 1994

Thank you, President Klestil, President
Goncz. I am delighted to be here in this great
city in Central Europe at this historic meet-
ing.

The United States is committed to build-
ing a united, free, and secure Europe. We
believe that goal requires a determined effort
to continue to reduce the nuclear threat; a
strong NATO, adapting to new challenges;
a strong CSCE, working, among other things,

to lead efforts to head off future Bosnias; and
a strong effort at cooperating with the United
Nations and an effort by all the nations of
Europe to work together in harmony on com-
mon problems and opportunities.

In the 20th century, conflict and distrust
have ruled Europe. The steps we are taking
today will help to ensure that in the 21st cen-
tury, peace and prosperity reign.

The forces that tore Europe apart have
been defeated. But neither peace nor democ-
racy’s triumph is assured. The end of the cold
war presents us with the opportunity to fulfill
the promise of democracy and freedom. And
it is our responsibility, working together, to
seize it, to build a new security framework
for the era ahead. We must not allow the
Iron Curtain to be replaced by a veil of indif-
ference. We must not consign new democ-
racies to a gray zone.

Instead, we seek to increase the security
of all, to erase the old lines without drawing
arbitrary new ones, to bolster emerging de-
mocracies, and to integrate the nations of
Europe into a continent where democracy
and free markets know no borders but where
every nation’s borders are secure.

We are making progress on the issues that
matter for the future. Today, here, five of
this organization’s member states, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine, and the United
States, will bring the START I treaty into
force and reduce the nuclear threat that has
hung over our heads for nearly a half century.
START I will eliminate strategic bombers
and missile launchers that carried over 9,000
warheads. And it opens the door to prompt
ratification of START II, which will retire an-
other 5,000 warheads. These actions will cut
the arsenals of the United States and the
former Soviet Union more than 60 percent
from their cold war peak. The world will be
a safer place as a result.

But even as we celebrate this landmark
gain for peace, the terrible conflict in Bosnia
rages not 300 miles from this city. After 3
years of conflict, the combatants remain
locked in a terrible war no one can win. Now
each faces the same choice: They can perpet-
uate the military standoff, or they can stop
spilling blood and start making peace.

The Government of Bosnia-Herzegovina
has made the right choice by accepting the
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